
 
 
History Makers: Craft Your Way Through the Past Fall 2017 
Our 6-week sessions are sure to get your child excited about history through adventures 
and craft projects, hands-on moments with special artifacts, and cool facts about Montclair 
and NJ history! We’ll pair a craft or activity associated with a discussion topic and learn 
about our rich history before getting hands on. Our goal is to use crafting to expose children 
to learning about history in fun and creative way without the textbook.  
 
Program appropriate for ages 6 to 10; if your child falls outside of this age range please 
contact our staff to discuss enrollment. As class space is limited, registration is required to 
hold your space. Cost is $65 per child for the entire series; individual class registration is not 
available. Register at mail@montclairhistorical.org or 973-744-1796.  All sessions are 
located in the program room of the Crane House/Historic YWCA at 110 Orange Road, 
Montclair. Week 3 will be held at the Shultz House, 30 North Mountain Avenue, Montclair. 
 
Dates: October 5 & 19; November 2 & 16; December 7 & 21 
Time: 10:00 am to 11:30 am.   
 
Week 1 
Architectural Walking Tour 
Gothic, eyebrow, or Palladian? On this neighborhood walking tour, we’ll look for 
architectural details in the beautiful homes located on the streets near the Crane House 
and Historic YWCA. We’ll teach kids the language of architecture. Maybe you’re raising the 
next Mead, McKim, or White!   
 
Week 2 
The Fall Harvest 
It’s time to harvest the crops at the end of the fall season. Today we’ll tour the farm and 
gardens for a sensory tour and learn about the history of farming and apple orchards in 
Montclair and NJ using old maps. Today we prepare for the winter ahead with herb drying, 
apple stringing, and pickling, weather permitting right in the gardens. 
 



Week 3 
Science at the Shultz House 
Charles Shultz was always experimenting with science in his home, and today we’ll find out 
what’s behind the museum rope in his science library. Children will go on a microscopical 
adventure, exploring some of the biological slides Charles Shultz made himself in the early 
1900s.  We’ll create our own biological slide specimens to take home and compare them to 
the past. This class takes place at 30 North Mountain Avenue, Montclair.  
 
Week 4 
Creating a Four Patch 
Patchwork, applique, trapunto, batting, decorative, and warmth. Today we’ll learn what 
these words have in common and the different reasons for making quilts in the past. We’ll 
talk about patterns, styles, materials, and stitching techniques. We’ll view quilts from 
different time periods and try our hands at creating a four patch. Advanced quilters will be 
given a more difficult project! 
 
Week 5 
Home is Where is the Hearth Is 
How did people cook before stoves and microwaves, and what kind of special skills did they 
need? We’ll gather around in our cozy hearth kitchen to learn how our ancestors made 
meals before modern conveniences. We’ll use historic tools, methods, and recipes to create 
a meal straight out of history. We’ll enjoy our snack together and any leftover scraps will be 
shared with our chicken friends in our community garden! 
 
Week 6 
Holiday Fixings 
Holiday celebrations have changed over time and we’ll get to see examples of it in our 
festively-decorated Crane House & Historic YWCA! : We’ll share the traditions we each 
celebrate in the winter season and talk about what’s the same today. We’ll read a story 
celebrating the winter season and create our own natural decorative wreaths and pine 
cone bird feeders. 
 


