Italian Baroque Treasure
on South Mountain Avenue
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HIS MONTH'’S property is one of the French Norman

style houses on South Mountain. The 1982 Junior League

Preservation Survey says that it is a Queen Anne style

house with a French Chateau facade. To my untrained
eye, the house appears to be mostly French Chateau.

It was built about 1894 for Abram & Charlotte (Dingley)
Terhune. The architect is unknown. Abram was a (shipping)
freight broker and senior partner of Williams & Terhune in NYC.
He also served as the recording secretary on the board of The
Neptune Submarine Co. They cleared wreckage from active
shipping lanes by blowing up portions of the sunken ships and
removing them from the water. Abram passed away in 1906.
Charlotte stayed in the house until 1908.

This house on South Mountain Avenue is Mediterranean in
style with touches like a broken pediment and columns that are
suggestive of Italian Baroque. It was built about 1902 for Henri
and Florence (Meek) Emetaz. Henri immigrated to the United
States from Switzerland. Florence was born in Italy although
her father was an American. Henri called himself a “self-em-
ployed financial agent”. In April of 1907 they announced to the
Montclair Times that they were going to spend the next two years
in Europe. Her passport application indicated that they were
going to visit her ailing mother and settle her father’s estate. They
sold the house. When they came back they moved into an exist-
ing house on Lloyd Road.

The next owners were Edgar A. and Evelyn (Trull) Bates. They
came from Webster, Massachusetts where Edgar ran the shoe
factory his father started, A J (Andrew J) Bates & Co. It is now part
of Wolverine Worldwide, a large footwear and uniform company.
AJ Bates had its headquarters in New York. Edgar moved to
Montclair when he became president. Evelyn came from an old
New England family. She graduated from Smith College. She
was president of the College Woman'’s Club from 1918 to 1920
and was elected president of the Smith College Club in 1936.

She was active in the League of Women Voters and was a dele-
gate to the International Suffrage Convention held in Rome in
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1922. She returned as a delegate to
the convention when it was held in
Geneva (1950). She was very involved
in the Unity Institute and helped to
bring important classical artists to
Montclair. Edgar passed away in 1935.
Evelyn moved to New York in 1941.

In 1942 Frank Malcolm Minor
and his wife, Margaret, moved in.
They had lived on Upper Mountain
Ave. Frank passed away a couple
of years later, Margaret remarried
in 1949. She and her new husband,
William M. Stevens, continued to
live in this house. She was very
active in the Junior League and
was instrumental in setting up the
Junior League Thrift Shop at 411
Bloomfield Ave. He was a personnel
manager for McKinsey & Co.,
management consultants.

The Stevens family moved to Belleclaire Pl. around 1967.

From 1967 to 1980, or so, the Petersens owned this house.
Raymond J. Petersen and his wife, Rosalie, had nine children.
They were both involved in their children’s activities. They were
both active in the Junior Essex Troop, an equestrian group
for children and young adults, and active in their church, St.
Cassian’s. They both raised funds for the Comboni Missionaries
of the Heart of Jesus, commonly known as the “Verona Fathers”
because the order originated in Verona, Italy. The Comboni
Missionaries have a residence on High Street. Raymond and
Rosalie both volunteered at St. Vincent’s Hospital (formerly on
Elm St. where the Charles Bullock School playground is now).
Raymond was on the board of governors. He was deeply involved
with the Boy Scouts. In 1973 he was awarded the Good Scout
medal, which is not given out often or frivolously. It is occasion-
ally given out to people who embody the tenets of the Scout
Oath and the Scout Law. Raymond was named “NJ Father of the
Year” by the International Father’s Day Committee. Gov. Richard
Hughes presented him with the medal in Trenton on June 4,
1966. Raymond spent almost his entire career with the Hearst
Organization. He started with Hearst a few years after he was
mustered out of the service. He was a 1st Sergeant in the Army
during WWII and earned a Bronze Star in the European theater.
He became the publisher of Good Housekeeping Magazine. 3>
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He was eventually promoted to the position of Senior Vice
President with Hearst and was a trustee of the Hearst charitable
Foundation. He was given an honorary doctorate in journalism
by St. Joseph'’s University in Philadelphia.

According to the 1982 Junior League Preservation Survey the
next owners of the house were Eugene “Gene” Rubin and his
wife, Carol. The data on the house may have been compiled a
year or two earlier. The telephone book from 1980 shows that
they lived in our featured house. Suburban Essex telephone
books for the next few years do not mention the Rubins. They
might have lived in Union at the time.

The next time we hear about Gene is in 1988 when he opened
up the Stone Balloon gift shop on Valley Road. A Montclair Times
Article, dated June 16, 1988, which covered the opening, says
that he had been the owner of Wicker World in West Orange and
that his wife was Sandy. They sold the Stone Balloon to Leonard
Bergman in 1990. Several Montclair Times articles from 1981 and
1982 say that Frank Sarcone lived in the house. He was the owner
of 695 Bloomfield Ave., the former PSE&G building and former
home of Luna Stage. There was a bit of controversy because he
wanted to lease space to a methadone clinic. Most Montclairians
did not think the Bloomfield Ave building was a good place for the
clinic. It did not open in Montclair. ll

If you’d like to see more images of Montclair homes, they are
featured in the book, Stately Homes of Montclair, which can be
found at Montclair Booksellers, several local libraries and the
Stately Homes of Montclair Facebook page.

| REAL ESTATE

Montclair Homes
Recently For Sale

Property Address

14 Up. Mountain Ave
161 Highland Ave

448 Washington Ave
4 Macopin Ave

30 N Mountain Ave
152 S Mountain Ave
96 Undercliff Rd

105 Up. Mountain Ave
411 Park St

330 Up. Mountain Ave
9 Capron Ln

10 Heller Dr

125 Lloyd Rd

27 Heller Dr

List Price Beds Baths
$819,000 5 4
$869,000 4 3
$879,000 5 4
$899,000 6 4
$1,249,000 1 5
$1,399,000 5 S
$1,688,000 6 =)
$1,750,000 8 6
$1,999,900 6 8
$2,225,000 5 6
$2,499,000 6 6
$2,499,000 5 6
$2,600,000 5 7
$2,645,000 6 7

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on

this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one agent or agency but
represents the activity of the real estate community in the area. Any real estate
agent’s ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided
which is in no way a part of their advertisement.
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Earth Day
All Year Long

CONTRIBUTED BY MOLLY HONE

ANT TO LEARN MORE about sustainability,
climate change, or how to live a plastic-free life-
style? Look no further than your local library. We
have a vast selection of print and ebook resources
to teach you and your children about environmental topics all
year long. After all, borrowing books from the library is one of
many ways that one can lead a more sustainable lifestyle.
Here are some of our top picks for books on environmental
topics. Reserve a print copy at catalog.bccls.org or check out an
ebook version via the Libby or hoopla apps.

B BOOKS FOR ADULTS AND
GENERAL AUDIENCES
Living Without Plastic: More
Than 100 Easy Swaps for
Home, Travel, Dining, Holidays,
and Beyond by Brigette Allen
and Christine Wong

The Story of More: How We
Got to Climate Change and
Where to Go From Here

by Hope Jahren

Zero Waste Home: The Ultimate
Guide to Simplifying Your
Life by Reducing Your Waste

iding S 1 N
TBraiding Sweeigrass by Bea Johnson

Indigenous Wisdom,
Scientific Knowledge, and
the Teachings of Plants
by Robin Wall Kimmerer

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle:
A Year of Food Life
by Barbara Kingsolver
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Under a White Sky: The Future
of Nature by Elizabeth Kolbert

Unbowed: A Memoir
by Wangari Maathai

Vesper Flights
by Helen Macdonald

Cradle to Cradle: Remaking
the Way We Make Things
by Wiliam McDonough

No One is Too Small to Make a
Difference by Greta Thunberg

A Terrible Thing to Waste:
Environmental Racism and the
Assault on the American Mind
by Harriet A. Washington

B BOOKS FOR CHILDREN
AND TEENS

Plastic Sea: a Bird's-eye
View"by Kirsti Blom and Geir
Wing Gabrielsen

An Inconvenient Truth: The
Crisis of Global Warming Young
Readers Edition by Al Gore

Eyes Wide Open: Going Behind
the Environmental Headlines
by Paul Fleischman

Earth Hour: A Lights-out
Event for our Planet
by Nanette Heffernan

Rachel Carson and Her
Book that Changed the World
by Laurie Lawlor

We Are Water Protectors
by Carole Lindstrom

One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay
and the Recycling Women of
the Gambia by Miranda Paul

Wangari Maathai: The Woman
Who Planted Millions of Trees
by Franck Prevot

Compost Stew:
An A-Z Recipe for the Earth
by Mary McKenna Siddals

Greta and the Giants:
Inspired by Greta Thunberg's
Stand to Save the World

by Zoé Tucker B

About the Library The Montclair Public Library is located at

50 South Fullerton Ave. (Main Library) and 185 Bellevue Ave.
(Bellevue Avenue Branch). The Library’s mission is to change
lives every day, through words, ideas, and community build-
ing. Its vision is to provide unlimited opportunities for lifelong
learning, discovery, and community engagement. Visit mont-
clairlibrary.org for current hours of operation and services.



